
The revolutionary call

We've been looking at Jesus' teaching about “the cornerstone” (Luke 20:9-19).

Luke’s story continues in the book of Acts, where we see a Jesus-shaped 
community beginning to grow in Jerusalem, latching onto Jesus’ claim to be the 
cornerstone (Acts 4:8-12).

An influential member of the Jesus community, Stephen, becomes unpopular 
with a Jewish group. They set him up, charging him with being anti-temple and 
anti-Torah (Acts 6:8-15).

They bring Stephen to the supreme court (the Sanhedrin), where he is questioned. 
In response to the charges, Stephen tells a “revisionist history” of the entire Old 
Testament (Acts 7:1-53).

Read Stephen’s accusations in Acts 7:51-53. In what ways do Stephen's 
claims reflect Jesus' teaching in the parable of the tenants?

Stephen's accusations spark fury and the court executes him immediately (Acts 
7:54-60). Stephen dies with Jesus in his eyes and Jesus on his lips. When we saw 
Jesus teaching in Luke 20:9-18, he appeared to be just a lone young rabbi trying 
to take on the temple system. However, Stephen sees something different. Who 
is the Jesus that Stephen sees (Acts 7:54-60)?

How does Stephen's martyrdom flow out of Jesus' claim to be the 
cornerstone (Luke 20:17-18)?

In Luke 20:9-18, Jesus makes a polarising, revolutionary call. It is an all-or-nothing 
call, a call to stake everything on Jesus. It is, in other words, a call for martyrdom. 
What sorts of martyrdom is Jesus calling us to?

The revolutionary community

We've been looking at Jesus' teaching about “the cornerstone” (Luke 20:9-19). 
Jesus’ claim to be the cornerstone is taken up by several New Testament writers.

1. Read 1 Peter 2:4-12.

2. Jesus spoke of himself as the cornerstone, but here Peter calls us stones too. 
Why? (See verses 4-6.)

3. How does someone become one of these stones? (See verse 4 and 6.)

4. What is encouraging about being one of these stones? (See verses 4-6.)

5. As stones, how are we called to live? (See verses 9-12.)

6. Peter is writing these words to a community. How does this passage expand 
your vision of what a Jesus-shaped community looks like? What does this 
mean for our local church community and the part you play?

7. Pray about these things together.


